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MO, HO, HOf AND WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE FOB CHRISTMAS? HAVE YOU BEEN A SHOW. LITTLE CHILD? I HOPE SO, 
FUN HATH THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT ALL ASDUT US, THE EDITORS THOUGHT IT WOULD BE FITTING TO iiVE OUR STORY FOR 
THIS ISSUE A LITTLE CHHI3M4SY FEELINGf IT'S CHhISTHAS fYtf AND ALL OODOUTTLE CHILDREN ARE 
tucked in Their bfddy-byes fast asleep? MOfHOt a perfect atmosphere for a Christmas talE-SH? 











































Her husband was dead,and it was the bestchrist- 

MAS PRESENT SHE’D EVER HAD? SHE STOODOVERTHE 
LIFELESS BODY SPRAWLED AT HER FEET AND SMILED... 


HA, HA t MERRY CHRISTMAS\ 

JOSEPH' YOU’RE SLEEPINGSO 
PEACEFULLY? DREAMING OF J 
SANTA CLAUS9 




I i’ll see, dear? now 

* YOU BE a GOOD LITTLE 
I GIRL AND GO RIGHT TO * 
SLEEP, OR SANTA WON'T 
COME AT ALLY all 

RIGHT? 


She remained until her daughter was sleeping 

AGAIN, THEN RETURNEO DOWNSTAIRS. SHE STEPPED 
OVER HER HUSBAND'S BODY, MOVED TO THE TABLE. 
CASUALLY, SHE LIT A CIGARETTE AND INHALED, .. 


YOU WERE SUCH A MOUSE, 
JOSEPH? YOU'LL NEVER KNOW 

HOW WONDERFUL it is TO be 
FREE OF YOU AT LAST? 




There was no hurry, she hao planned too long 

AND TOO WELL. THERE WERE NO NEIGHBORS WITHIN 
MILES AND SHE HAO ALL NIGHT TO DISPOSE OF THE 
BODY SHE THOUGHT OF THE INSURANCE, DRIFTED 
ACROSS THE ROOM, AND TURNED ON THE RAOIO. . . 




































































The music floated through the room CHR/Sl - 

MAS CAROLS? SHE HUMMED SOFTLY ANO LOOKED 
AGAIN AT THE CORPSE. THE STAINED 
NEARBY... 


She picked up the poker, fondled it, cleaned 

IT IN ITS PLACE BY THE FIRE.. 

'jinole bells jingle 
jing le all the way. 



She turned and gazed at the 

GAILY DECORATEO CHRISTMAS 
TREE, ANO THE PRESENTS _ 
BENEATH IT. ■ ■ 

TSK.TSK. ..NOW I*LL NEVER KNOW 

WHETHER OR NOT JOSEPH WOULO 
HAVE LIKED THAT TIE I BOUGHT 



She crossed the room to turn 

THEN STOPPEO, 


Abruptly,the mantel clock 

CHIMED THE HOUR. IT WAS TIME. 


OFF THE RADIO. 
LISTENING .. . 


OH? IT'S ELEVEN? 


... LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
WE INTERRUPT TNIS PROGRAM 
TO BRING YOU A SPECIAL ^ 
NEWS BULLETIN.. 


TIME TO GET RID 
OF JOSEPH? ANO 
► CAROL WILL BE 
ALL RIGHT UNTIL 
I GET BACK? . 



. ..ANOTHER REPORT HAS JUST BEEN HANDED ME... 
HERE IS A DESCRIPTION OF THE ESCAPEO MANIAC^ HE 
IS SIX FEET, THREE INCHES TALL, TWO HUNDRED TEN 
POUNOS,HAS OARK EYES, SHAGGY BLACK HAIR ^ IT IS 
REPORTED THAT HE IS NOW WEARING A SANTA CLAUS 
COSTUME WHICH HE HAO TAKEN FROM A MAN IN THE ^ 
vILLAGE OF PLEAS ANTVIL L E? . ^ 


...WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED A REPORT FROM THE 
WORLD-WIOE NEWS BUREAU THAT A HOMfC/DAL 
MAN/AC HAS ESCAPED FROM THE STATE HOSPITAL ^ 
FOR THE INSANE? HE HAS BRUTALLY MURDERED 
POUR WOMEN AND ALL CITIZENS ARE WARNED TO 
REMAIN OFF THE STREETS? TH/S MAN /S EXTREMELY < 
OANSEROUS? WE REPEAT \ HE t$EXTREMELY ^ 
^ DANGEROUS? _ 


~PL E AS ANTVIL LEff 
MY SOD? that's just 
SOUTH OF HERE? a 






























































...HE IS BELIEVEO TO BE HEAOEO NORTHf POLICE 
OFFICIALS STATE THAT HE WILL NOT HARM CH/L 
DREN, ANO WILL ONLY INJURE MEN IF HE IS PRO- 
VOKEOf IT IS SAID THAT HE IS OBSESSEOWITH THE 
K/LL/N6 OF WOMEN f ALL FOUR WOMEN THAT 
HE ALREAOY HAS MUROEREO HAO BEEN ATTACKED 
AND VIC/OUSL T D/SF/QURED .. 



She tip-toeo to the window ano peered through' 

IN THE OARKNESS SHE COULO DISCERN THE RED COS 
TUME THE WHITE FUR TRIM... 


In ART OF SUDDEN PANIC SHE RUSHEO TO THE TELE¬ 
PHONE AND SNATCHED UP THE RECEIVER TO CALL THE 
POUCE.' SHE STOPPED.. ANO AN ICY FEAR CLUTCHED 
HER HEART. 















































































Slowly,she lowered the receiver, she stared at 

THE BODY... AT THE FRONT DOOR... AND THE HOUSE 
WAS AS QUIET AS DEATH. . . 



In THE SILENCE SHE HEARD HIM 
STOMP FROM THE PORCH? FROM 
WITHIN,SHE FOLLOWED THE SOUND 
OF HIS FOOTSTEPS CRUNCHING IN 
THE SNOW. 


Madly, she raced through the 

HOUSE TO THE BACK DOOR? SHE 
LOCKED AND BOLTED IT NERVOUSLY 



She heard his steps clumping 

ONTO THE BACK PORCH, AND SHE 
STOOD AWAY FROM THE DOOR, 
FEARFULLY WATCHING THE KNOB 
AS IT WAS TURNED AND RATTLED.. 



Again, she listened in terror as the footsteps 

LEFT THE PORCH AND MOVEO THROUGH THE SNOW. 

THE WINDOWS' HE'LL 


Frantically,she rushed from window to window, 

MAKING CERTAIN THEY WERE ALL LOCKED, ALL THE 
BUNDS LOWERED? THE RADIO ANNOUNCEMENT THUN¬ 
DERED IN HER MIND. SHE SHUDDERED CONVULSIVELY.. 






















































































While locking al l the windows Sh£ noticed JOSEPH 
ON THE Flour a strange exphession flicked across 

HER FACE. FOR A MOMENT SHE SEEMED BEWILDERED 





JOSEPH... HEAVENS' I'VE GOT TO GET HIM OUT OF 
SIGHT# IP CAROL EVER WOKE UP AND CAME DOWN- 
STAIRS# rrr, ^ 


SHE HURRIEDOOWNToTHECELLAfi STUMBLING AND 
ALMOST FALLING IN THE DIM LIGHT# SHE SWISHED HER 
HAND ACROSS HER FOREHEAD WIPED AWAY THE 
OF PERSPIRATION 


LOADEO WITH HER BURDEN SHE 


CLUMSILY CLIMBED 
THE BTAIRS AND ENTERED THE LIVING ROOM SHE 
SAW THE BODY. . . 


OH.. 1 STILL HAVENS PUT HIM AWAY 1 

IN THE CLOSET/ IF C AROL EVER SAW.. 



SH£ STaHTEO DRAGGING THE BODY ACROSS THE FLOON 
TO THE CLOSET,THEN STOPPED AND LOOKED AT THE 
FRONT DOOR AND THEN AT THE WINDOWS. SHE DROPPED 
THE BOOY. . . | -— 


THE WINDOWS f I’VE LOCKED 
ALL THE WINDOWS.. . BUT HE 
COULO BREAK THEM 1 HE'LL 
COME INSIDE AND KILL ME# a 




She put down the boards, the hammer,the nails 

ANO NOW, TREMBLING, SHE LIFTED JOSEPH AND BEGAN 
ONCE MORE TO DRAG HIM TO THE CLOSET.. 











































































She stopped, suodenly remembering the breakable 

WINDOWS AND THE FIEND SD ME WHERE OUTSIDE/ SHE 
DROPPED THE BODY, PICKED UP THE LUMBER,THE NAILS, 
THE NAMMER AND STARTED BOARDING TNE WINDOWS... 


THE REAR OF THE HOUSE SHE HEARD A POUNOING 
THE BACK DOOR ANO SHE DROPPED THE HAMMER AND 
THE NAILS AND SNATCHEO UP THE PHONE TO 
0 un P Aun RrUrURPPPn THE BODY ON TNE 


She let tne phone slip from 

NER GRASP AND TUMBLE INTO ITS 
CRADLE AND SHE PICKED UP THE 
HAMMER AND THE LUMBER AND ALL 


THE LITTLE NAILS AND FINISHED 
BOARDING UP THE WINDOWS.. . 



She finished the windows and 

WONDERED WHAT THE MANIAC WAS 
DOING AND REMEMBERED THE DEAD 
BODY AND WENT BACK ANO DRAG¬ 
GED IT INTO THE CLOSET. . 



She went over all the windows 

AGAIN,CHECKING TO SEE IF THEY 
WERE ALL BDARDED UP AND MADE 


SURE THE BODY WAS IN THE CLOSET 
AND WENT DOWN TO THE CELLAR TO 
CHECK THE CELLAR DOOR. 




The cellar dodr was locked and she ran up¬ 
stairs AND CHECKEO THE DOORS ANO CHECKED THE 
WINDOWS AND MADE SURE THE 0OOY WAS IN THE 
CLOSET AND RACED UP TO THE ATTIC TO MAKE SURE 


And AFTER SHE CHECKED TNE ATTIC SHE CHECKED 
THE LOCKS ON ALL THE WINDOWS ON THE SECOND 
FLOOR AND THOUGHT OF THE FIEND AND ALL THE 
INSURANCE AND WENT TO HER DAUGHTER'S ROOM... 




















































































CAROL / CAROL/ 

where are you 9/ 


Thc room was empty and she tore the bed- 

CLOTHES FROM THE EMPTY BED AND SLAM MED THE 
DOOR OF THE EMPTY CLOSET AND CHECKED THE 
LOCK OH THE EMPTY ROOM’S WINDOW. , . 


HtNE I AM MUMMY 
f HERE I AMf 
l DOWNSTAIRS/ 


IT'S LOCKED* SHE'S ^ 

STM L HERE f SHE'S 

STILL /N THE MOUSE' 


LOOK, MOMMY/ L OOK/ 
SANTA CLAUS /S HERE/ 
. I LET HIM IN/f j 


She rushed 


HEAD LONG 


FROM THE 


EMPTY ROOM, 


CLATTERED 


FRANTICALLY 


DOWN THE 


STAIRS... AND 


STOPPED... 



THE VAULT KEEPER/ 


HEH’HEHf YEP* IT'S ME _ __ 

YOU DIDN'T THINK WE*D EVER HAVE TH^ REAL SAHTA 
CLAUS IH THIS HORROR MAG,01D YOU? OH...I SUPPOSE 
you've beeh wohderihg JUST WHAT I'VE got IHTNIS 
SACK f HEH { IT'S ONLY WHAT'S LEFT OF CAROL'S / 

. MOMMY AFTER THAT <, 

MANIAC WAS THROUGH 
W,TH her/ HEH, HEH, HEH, 
HEH/hm BY THE WAY. 

r MERRY a 

jiWS i\ CHRISTMAS' , 


HO, HO, HO/ AND WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE FOR 
CHRISTMAS ? DID YOU ENJOY OUR LITTLE STORY? 
CAROL'S MOMMY JUST GOT THE BIGGEST SURPRISE 
OF HER LIFE... YOU SEE, THIS SANTA LOVED TO 
SLEIGH BELLES/ AND HEXT TIME YOU SEE “ 
SAHTA .BETTER MAKE 
SURE HE ISH'T SIX 
FOOT THREE WITH 
SHAGGY BLACK HAIR / 
THAT REMIHDS ME... 1 
GUESS IT’S TIME FOR ME 
TO REMOVE THIS MASK 















































































, HEE.HEE? WELL IT'S liME fOB ME TO BREW MY SOU, AND LET ME TELE TOO RIGHT Now THAT IT'S A REAL SOOET 
BMW I'M BREWING? THIS U THE OW WITCH, MIS TRESS OF THE HAUNT OF FCAH.WUST TO SERVE YOU ANOTHER 

m/Hdm MuHSEt Ur mSENY to satisfy toon monstrous appetites for EVIL? hcrf it is.you hUhkuk 
HUNSHt HOUN0S,Tni STURT OFA L1TT1.E BOV ANu HIS. . 


GEE.WHILIKERS ? THIS IS THE BEST CHRISTMAS^ 
rVE EVEN HAD? I CAN SECT l. LAN SEE / 
.EVENY THING' TH SO HAPPYf 












"But i always KNEW she was beautiful even 

THOUGH I NEVER SAW HER FACE UNTIL TODAY, tAUSE SHE 
WAS ALWAYS SO GOOD TO ME f WHEN I WAS ONLY A 
BABY SHE USED TO SING TO ME AND PLAY WITH ME TO 
MAKE ME FORGET HOW HUNGRY I WAS.?. 



' My daddy was a good man. he 
USED TO WORK HARD AN 1 EVEN 
THOUGH HE NEVER MADE MUCH 
MONEY,HE AND MOMMY WERE HAPPY?' 


‘ Like i say, he never made much 

MONEY, AND WHEN THERE WASN’T 
ANY WOOD FOR THE STOVE, THAT'S 
WHEN MOMMY USED TO CRADLE ME 
IN HER ARMS TO KEEP ME WARM..." 


^ DON'T REMEMBER MY DADDY TOO 
WELL ’CAUSE HE DIED WHEN I WAS 
VERY SMALL. BUT I CAN REMEMBER 
THE SOUND OF MY MOMMY CRYING 
AT NIGHT AND HOW SHE USED TO TALK 
TO ME...LIKE 1 COULD UNDERSTAND-.* 



"It WAS RIGHT AFTER MY DADDY DIED THAT MOMMY 
HAD TO START WORKING. I DIDN'T SEE HER MUCH,BUT 
WHEN SHE CAME HOME AT NIGHT, SHE'D SIT ME ON HER 
LAP AND TEACH ME THINGS, AND TALK TO ME AND KISS 
ME. GEEf SHE USED TO MAKE ME FEEL SO GOOD..." 



My mommy tried to TEACH me EVERYTHING SHECOULD 
'CAUSE I couldn't GO TO SCHOOL LIKE OTHER KIDS WHO 
COULD SEE' 'COURSE,SHE COULDN'T AFFORD TO SEND 
ME TO A SPECIAL SCHOOL...SO I DIDN’T HAVE ANY 
FRIENDS AT ALL TO PLAY WITH.' BUT I DIDN T MIND... 
'CAUSE I ALWAYS HAD MY TEDDY BEAR..." 






























1 


oon't ki mi Mtit n whEke 


MY 


I EDDY BEAK (AMI littJM 


"Ahu i men my mummy GOT maRRIEU again. I didn't 



SEEMS LIKE I ALWAYS HAO HIM * ANO WHEN MY MOMMY 
WAS AWAY ALL DAY, HE USED TO KEEP ME COMPANY. X 
USED TO TALK TO HIM ALL THE TIME. TEDDY BEAR WAS 


LIKE MY NEW DAOOY AS MUCH AS MY REAL OaDUY ANU 
I OON'T THINK MY MOMMY LIKEO HIM, EITHER. SHE NEVER 
SAIO SO RIGHT OUT,BUT I THINK SNE ONLY MARRIEO NIM 



"My MOMMY ANO TEOOY BEAR 
NEVER LAUGHED AT ME ’CAUSE I 
COULON'T SEE WHERE I WAS GOING. 
WHY 


“After my new uadoycame to 

LIVE WITH US, I HAD TO SLEEP 
ALONE. BUT I HAO TEODY BEAR TO 


"My MOMMY ANO I WERE AFRAID OF 
MY NEW OADOY. HE WAS MEAN TO US... 
ANO HE USED TO MAKE MY MOMMY 



HAjIAf THAT'S TNE SECONO TIME YOU TRIPPEOOVER 
THAT CHAIR f WHY OON'T YOU LOOK WHERE YOU'RE ^ 
GOING,BOY? HA.HAf ^_^ __ 


^GETAWAY FROM ME/ 
I CAN WALK/ GET p* 
.ME SOME FOOO'tt. 


OH, BILLYf ARE YOU ALL 
r RIGHT? /— 


"Seems like my mommy was ALWAYS unhappy. 

SOMETIMES M Y NEW OAOOY WOULON 1 T COME HOME ALL 
NIGHT,ANO TEDDY BEAR ANO I WOULD LIE AWAKE, 
LISTENING TO MY MOMMY CRYING IN HER SLEEP ANO 
WHEN HE DIO COME NOME... NE WAS ALMOST ALWAYS 

DRUSE.. _ _ 

**Xl.L RIGHT, JED ( DON'T BE^ 
y ANGRY? I'LL HAVE SOME¬ 
THING REAOY IN A MINUTE/ 


*He DIDN'T LIKE ME. HE USED TO ALWAYS MAKE FUN OF 
ME ANO LAUGH^T JIE 'CAUSE I WAS BUNOf * 











"Lots of times my new daddy wouldn't give my 

MOMMY ANY MONEY. AND THAT'S WHEN MY MOMMY HAD TO 
START WORKING AGAIN. BUT SHE HAD TO WORK TOO 
HARD.. AND I KNEW IT WAS TOO MUCH FOR HER. SHE 
GOT SIC 


WILL YA LOOK AT THAT? BOY, YOU GOT THE 
FUNNIEST LOOKING EYES I EVER SAW? WHY, 
HANGED IF THEY DON'T LOOK JUST LIKE YOUR 
TEDDY bear's SHOE-BUTTON EYES' W 
ELL, IF W/47" DON'T 





















' WHAT S THE T jed. 
MATTER , < (coug 
WITH YOUf?) jed. 


*1 RAN OUT OF MY ROOM, YELLING 
AND CRYING AT THE SAME TIME-. 



























1 HEAKU MY NEW DADDY SLAM THE DOCK AS ME WENT 
AWAY... ANU THEN IT WAS GUlET. MY MOMMY JUST HELD 
ME IN HER ARMS THERE ON THE FLOOR, AND FOR A LONG 
TIME SHE JUST CRIED AND KINOA ROCKED BACKANO 
FORTH... 



I WISH TEDDY BEaRhau MlS EYES BALK, 

J 1 don't 

MOMMY? TEDDY BEAR NEEDS HIS EYES* . 

/ KNOW,SON/ 

TM . .I'M USED TO NOT HAVING EYES, A 

. I DON'T ^ 

MOMMY? 00 YOU THINK ...MOMMY/ DO M 

t KNOW 

YOU THfNK HAYBE SANTA CLA US.M 

r (COUGH f) . 


i*fi 


f f&i 

4T-, 


It was an awful cold day ? t had 

TO STAY IN BED WITH MY CLOTHES ON 
TD KEEP WARM,AND MY MOMMY, SHE 
SHOULDN'T HAVE GONE OUT IN THAT 
WEATHER. SHE WAS REAL SICK.. * 




^ HEARD HER COME BACK, AND AFTER WE TALKED FOR A 
LITTLE WHILE SHE MADE ME GET BACK IN BEO SD 1 
WOULDN'T CATCH COLD I LISTENED TO HER MOVING 
AROUND THE KITCHEN. SHE WAS BREATHING KINDA 


"I GUESS I FELL ASLEEP ? I DON'T KNOW JUST WHEN 



T WAS BUT I FELT SANTA CLAUS LIFT MY ARM AND PUT 
MY TEDDY BEAR BESIDE ME. I WAS HALF ASLEEP BUT 
£ REMEMBER TOUCHING HIS FACE AND FEELING HIS EYES- 





















"The fJEXT THING I KNEW, X HEARD 
MY NEW DADDY YELLI NG. I GOT 
OUT OF BED. HE WAS YELLING AT MY 
MOMMY TO GET OUT OF BED... BUT 
SHE DIDN'T MOVE...SHE DIDN'T MOVE 
AT ALL.. 


I LISTENED FOR MY MOMMY... AND 
I KNEW SHE WASN'T GOING TO GET 
UP. I KNEW SHE WASN'T EVER 
GOING TO GET UP AGAIN.. 
























